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29 November 1860

Holland, Michigan

The meeting of the congregation of the First Reformed Church was opened with prayer by Rev.
Albertus C. Van Raalte after the singing of Psalm 133. Elders Labots, Keppel and Wakker were
reelected and D[erk] te Roller, P. de Vries, and P. Naber were elected deacons. K[ommer]
Schaddelee was not eligible to be elected because he was under censure. $950.38 was the total of
funds collected during the year. The church had an indebtedness of $630.00. A question arose
about the future of the school of the church. Its existence was to be continued, it was decided.
The congregation approved the placement of a fence around the church.
In Dutch; translation by Rev. William and Althea Buursma, 2000.
Original in the records of the Pillar Christian Reformed Church at the Joint Archives of Holland,
vol. II, pp. 150-151.
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Congregational Meeting of November 29, 1860
The meeting was opened with prayer by the president, the Rev. A. C. van Raalte, after the
singing of Psalm 133.
ARTICLE 1 — The congregation began the ballot for selecting one-half of the consistory
members, according to a previously announced regulation. One additional deacon was
added to the nominees for deacon.
The results of the balloting indicate that the current elders were reelected. Labots had 64
votes; Keppel 61; Wakker 59; and for deacons D. te Roller had 53 votes; P. de Vries 49;
and for the additional deacon, 26 votes for P. Naber, and 8 for Schelleman. In addition,
there were several votes for other persons, among whom was K. Schaddelee who was
not eligible because he was under censure. At the second ballot, there were 53 votes for
P. Naber, and 13 for H. J. Hesselink, with the remaining votes divided among several
individuals. P. Naber was elected as deacon.
ARTICLE 2 — A financial report of the state of the church was given as follows, to
today's date:
Collection for the needs of the congregation $668.96
Collection for higher education 144.36
Monthly collection for mission work 37.05
Collection for the widows of ministers' fund 12.80
Collection for the school of the congregation 86.71
Total $950.38
ARTICLE 3 — A debt remains for previous and current teachers of the congregation:
$100.00
School in the amount of
200.00
Debt on school building
330.00
Debt to the classical Schenk funds
ARTICLE 4 — There was a discussion about the existence of the school of the
congregation and whether it should cease or continue. The discussion included support
and improvement of the school. After much debate, it was decided by an unanimous
ballot minus one that it is necessary to keep the school of our congregation in existence
and in connection with church and community.
ARTICLE 5 — A committee was appointed to report to the consistory concerning the
governance
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and to encourage the administration of the school. The committee consists of
Schelleman, Plugger, Binnekant, and H. J. Hesselink.
ARTICLE 6 — Mr. N. Vijn requested the floor and indicated that no one had presented a
pledge list to him for the school. He pledges $25.00 annually.
ARTICLE 7-. Brother van de Luyster proposed that a fence be placed around the church
grounds. Approved. The committee consists of G. and J. van Putten, A. Plugger, N.
Vijn, and T. Keppel. They were mandated to collect the necessary funds in order to
complete this needed work.
No more matters remaining for the agenda, it was proposed to adjourn. The meeting was
closed with prayer by the president and the singing of Psalm 134: 3.
G. Wakker, clerk
Consistory Meeting of December 14, 1860
Absent: Brothers Broek and J. van de Luyster.
Present was the newly elected deacon, P. Naber.
ARTICLE 1 — The meeting was opened with prayer by the chairman, Rev. van Raalte.
ARTICLE 2 — Present at the meeting were J. 9onk and wife. At the last celebration of
the Lord's Supper, they were both present and they now declare that they now wish to be
received into the fellowship of the congregation. After the normal questioning
concerning their faith, the assembly judged by a majority vote that the wife Gezina
Wilhelmina Oonk, nee Verbeek, can biadmitted, but that the husband was rejected, in
order to give him opportunity to opylly show his faith in public for some time to come.
ARTICLE 3 — The minutes of the/previous consistory and congregational meetings were
read and approved.
ARTICLE 4 — Two brothers f the congregation, de Wit and Oonk, requested that,
because of the distance fro the church, worship services be conducted in their
neighborhoods by one of t elders, who will be able to lead and give them communal
divine instruction. It was Øecided to acquiesce in this request, and that Brothers Kamper
and Wilterdink, with the ddition of deacons Vork and Naber, and former elder
Appeldoorn, will take th mselves this assignment. Brother Naber expresses his
objection.

